Introduced by Council Members Ray, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Graham, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-671
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATULATING PROVIDENCE SCHOOL ON THE OCCASION OF THE SCHOOL’S TENTH ANNIVERSARY; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Jacksonville is fortunate in having an array of widely respected, accomplished private and independent schools that comprise a major, significant and positive component in our academic community; and

WHEREAS,
schools are a truly vital component of a community, and serve as conduits in the education of our young contributors to our country’s and our community’s heritage, values and beliefs; and provide an environment where young minds and character are cultivated, challenged and encouraged; and

WHEREAS,
in September 1996, Providence School, was founded with the stated purpose of equipping future leaders; and

WHEREAS,
though founded by Bishop Link and the New Life Christian Fellowship, the school’s student body is comprised of various denominations with the common goal of molding the students’ hearts to make moral and responsible decisions while becoming an asset to society; and
WHEREAS,
in September 1996, the school opened with 750 students from preschool to grade twelve; and in 2007, there are now over 1,500 students at Providence School; and
WHEREAS,
in cultivating students’ intellectual and spiritual growth, Providence School prepares students for college, offers rigorous programs for sports, biblical studies and the fine arts; and

WHEREAS,
Providence School is under the able leadership of Headmaster Don Barfield, a founder of the Florida League of Christian Schools,  whose career in education spans thirty-four years, twenty two of those years devoted to teaching; and


WHEREAS,
Providence School is an exemplary component in Jacksonville’s impressive landscape of furthering learning, and the Council wishes to recognize and commend Providence School on the occasion of the school’s tenth anniversary; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Commendation. The City of Jacksonville recognizes and commends Providence School, its faculty, administration, students, parents, alumni and friends, on the occasion of the school’s tenth anniversary and wishes Providence School continued success in the years ahead.

Section 2.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency.  The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation so as to ensure passage of this resolution concurrently with the occurrence of the event being honored.
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/  Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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